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Introduction  

In my first booklet ‘The Wacky Guide to Web 

Design/Development’ I demonstrated the basic layout. Here 

it is again in case you missed out. 

*Remember to save your first page as index.html – all file 

types selected. 

Now I’ll go through the majority of HTML reference library 

with explanations I’ve thought of myself to make it easy for 

you to understand. 

Questions may be emailed to Lisa@LisDesigns.com.au  
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Text Formatting  

These are some text formatting tags: 

<h1></h1> These are heading tags, you can come 
number them 1 or up to 6, for largest to 
smallest size. Put your heading in the 
middle of the tags. H1s are great to use 
for search engines finding your page. 
Try to use a name with your main 
theme, keywords, title, subject etc in 
your first heading. 

<b></b> This is the bold tag, use it in the middle 
of a line or a paragraph, to bold your 
words. Bolding keywords is another 
great way to get the attention of search 
engines. 

<i></i> This is the italic tag. 

<u></u> This tag puts an underline under your 
words. 

<strong></strong> This tag is just like bold, but it’s called 
strong. 

<font></font> This tag can change your colour of your 
text, the size and font family it belongs 
to. Add in the attributes as follows: 
Example 1:  
<font face=”arial”>text</font> 
Example 2: <font size=”1”>text</font> 
Example 3:  
<font color=”green”>text</font> 
*If you want add all the attributes in 
together. For the font size, choose 
numbers 1, 2 or 3. 3 is the largest. 
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Section Divisions  

Here’s how to divide your page into sections, like to put in a 

new line, start a new paragraph or put text into a section 

block. 

<p/> The p tag starts a new paragraph. Notice it 
uses a closing slash, this is called self 
closing. Here you don’t need to use a 
closing tag, you just use a closing slash in 
the opening tag. With a p tag, space is 
added to just after the paragraph ends, for 
example, just before where you start a new 
line or a new paragraph. (The same is true 
for heading tags – eg. h1.) 

<br/> Start a new line. 

<hr/> A hr tag puts a dividing line into your web 
document. Some attributes for the hr tag 
are size, width and colour. 
Eg. <hr size=”90%” width=”1” 
color=”blue”/> Here the width refers to 
90% of the page. 

<span></span> This is the span tag, it allows you to take 
one section of a line(s) of text and change a 
property of them such as the colour or size 
with CSS. 
Eg. <span style=”color:red”></span> 
*Don’t worry about CSS while you’re 
learning HTML. I can introduce it in another 
textbook. 

<div></div> Div can convert take your text and put it in 
a little block. Then with CSS you can change 
its internal properties. 
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Images  

The <img/> tag is self closing. It has several attributes that 

can change the size and formatting of the image. 

These attributes are: 

src=”” Smiley.jpg or MyFolder/Smiley.jpg 
Remember, filenames are case 
sensitive online, but sometimes still 
work offline. 

alt=”” Put the title of your image here. Eg. The 
History Museum. Screen readers and 
search engines read this text, as well as 
people who hover the mouse over the 
image. 

width=”” Eg. 200, 300, 400, etc. or 50%. 

height=”” Eg. 150, 260, 370, etc. or 60%. 

border=”” 1 or 2 or 3. This is the width of the 
border. 
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Links  

The <a></a> tag is a linking tag. 

Here are the attributes: 

href=”” Put your url in here. 
Eg 1. <a 
href=”http://www.google.com.au”>Google</a> 
Eg. 2. <a href=”#bottom”>Jump to bottom</a> 
*This makes the a tag an anchor tag, to use this 
put another link down the bottom of the page 
with the name=”” attribute with bottom in it, 
or whatever name you want to call it, this is 
how you link to it. 
Eg. 3. <a 
href=mailto:lisa@lisdesigns.com.au>Email 
Lisa</a> 

title=”” Put a name or keyword in here to help search 
engines index your page. 

name=”” Used for anchor tags. Eg. <a 
name=”bottom”></a> 

target=”” target=”_blank” opens the link in a new 
window. You can also name the pages and 
open the page in the window with the same 
name, such as with an iframe tag. 
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Lists  

Here are two types of lists; bulleted and ordered. 

<ul> 
   <li></li> 
</ul> 

This is a bulleted list. You 
enter the list item in-
between the li tag. 

<ol> 
   <li></li> 
</ol> 

This is an ordered, or 
numbered list. Again, enter 
the list item in the li tag. 
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Tables   

Tables are a bit tricky. Here is an example from booklet 1. 

The attributes that you can use in the table tag are: 

border=”” 1 or 2 or 3. Adds in the size of the border. 
0 removes the border. 

bordercolor=”” Pink, green, blue, #FFFFFF. 
Hexadecimal is a number with a hash sign 
in front. You can find this in a HTML colour 
chart or in an art program, like Adobe 
PhotoShop with the colour picker tool. 

cellspacing=”” This is the spacing between table cells. You 
can see this as two separate borders, or if 
it is set to 0, then there will be just one 
dividing line between cells if there is a 
border set. 

cellpadding=”” This puts padding inside the table cells in-
between the text and the cell border. 
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align=”” Left, right, center. 

bgcolor=”” Green, blue, #FFFFFF. 

width=”” 40% 

height=”” 80% 
*Getting use to using percentages, keeps 
your page responsive. Alternatively you 
can be specific by setting it with a number 
eg. 300 (which is in pixels.) Screens are all 
different sizes, a common size might be 
1024 for the entire screen width. So use a 
number less than that. 

 

Td (table cell) attributes are: 

colspan=”” Say you want to have your row merged. You 
can merge cells be counting how many 
columns you want merged. Eg. 2, 3, 4. It 
depends how many columns you have in your 
table as the maximum. 

rowspan=”” Rowspan works the same way but with rows. 
It will merge rows of cells vertically together. 
To make a block in the middle of the table, 
use both attributes. Eg. 2, 3, 4. 

width=”” 20% or 40 (pixels). 

height=”” “        “  “    “ 

bgcolor=”” Yellow, orange, #248E78. 

valign=”” Aligns text vertically, eg. Top, middle, bottom. 

align=”” Aligns text horizontally, eg. left, right, center. 
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Frames  

The <iframe></iframe> loads a different page in a block on 

ther same page. 

Use it like this: 

<iframe src=”http://www.google.com.au”></iframe>  

You can set it to scrolling by using the scrolling=”yes, no, 

auto” attribute. Make a choice of one of them. 

Use the height and width attributes as well.  
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Forms  

In this booklet, I won’t use forms just yet. Instead I will show 

you how to use them in an introduction to PHP. So, that you 

can have a functioning form, on your first attempt. 

 

Special Characters  

&amp; puts in an & ampersand symbol. 

&copy; puts in a © copyright symbol. 

It is necessary to use these instead of just embedding an & 

into your text, because these are special characters and have 

special meanings in HTML code. 

 

Header tags  

Put these tags in your head section if you want for search 

engines: 

<meta name=”keyword” content=”keyword1, keyword2, 

keyword3”/> Up to 30 keywords are recognised by search 

engines. 

<meta name=”description” content=”1 to 2 sentences 

describing your page.”/> Use for search engines.  
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The Body tag  

Attributes of the <body> tag include: 

background=”” You can add in a background image, 
on top oif the colour used, to do so 
use the path to the image or the url, 
eg. MyFolder/Smiley.jpg or 
http://www.google.com.au/Smiley.jpg 

bgcolor=”” This is the colour of your background. 

text=”” This is for the colour of your text, set 
it once here then it will form the main 
text color used in your document. 
Change it later with the <font 
color=”pink”></font> tag. 

vlink=”” The colour of visited links. 

alink=”” The colour of hyperlinks. 
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Conclusion  

Thank you for reading. I hope you had fun and use this 

booklet as a good little reference for future designing of your 

web pages. 

For more information: 

Lisa Christian 

LisDesigns 

http://www.lisdesigns.com.au 

lisa@lisdesigns.com.au 

0422 356 850 
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